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CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROGRAM

Strengthening local preservation programs, the Certi�ed Local Government (CLG)

program encourages the direct participation of local governments in the

identi�cation, evaluation, registration, and preservation of historic properties within

their jurisdictions. It promotes the integration of local preservation interests and

concerns into local planning and decision-making processes. Established by the

National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980, the program is a

partnership between local governments, the Vermont Division for Historic

Preservation, and National Park Service, which is responsible for administering the

National Historic Preservation Program. 

Designation as a Vermont certi�ed local government recognizes those municipalities

that have a special commitment to preservation through public policy with an

historic preservation ordinance. The ordinance establishes a local board to develop

and oversee the functions of the local preservation program.

Bene�ts of certi�cation for a community:

Matching grants for preservation projects from a 10% share of Vermont’s annual federal appropriation.

Formal role in the identi�cation, evaluation, and protection of historic resources; 
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Opportunity to comment on the eligibility of resources nominated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places within its

jurisdiction;

Status as a “consulting party” for projects requiring Section 106 review.

Direct access to VDHP staff for assistance with commissions, building assessments, survey and nominations, eligibility, tax credits, and

general preservation assistance. Regular training is offered as an added bene�t of the partnership. 

Sustainability for economic, environmental, and social bene�ts. 

Requirements to become a CLG

There are �ve standards that must be met in order to become a Certi�ed Local Government.

1. Pass local legislation for the designation and protection of historic properties;

2. Create a quali�ed historic preservation review commission with design review authority;

3. Maintain a system for survey and inventory of historic properties;

4. Provide for adequate public participation in the local historic preservation program; and

5.  Satisfactorily perform the responsibilities delegated to it by the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation.

Federal CLG Program Overview (https://www.nps.gov/clg/) 

Working on the Past in Historic Districts (https://www.nps.gov/tps/education/workingonthepast/) 

6 Easy Steps to Becoming a CLG (/sites/accdnew/�les/documents/HP/6%20Easy%20Steps....pdf) 

CLG Grants (/historic-preservation/funding/clg-grants)  

CLG Communities & Coordinators (/historic-preservation/clg-coordinators)  

Sample Historic Preservation Ordinance (PDF) (Revised 2015)

(/sites/accdnew/�les/documents/HP/Sample%20Ordinance%20to%20Create%20a%20HPC.pdf) 

Creating and Using Design Guidelines (/sites/accdnew/�les/documents/HP/Creating%20and%20Using%20Design%20Guidelines.pdf)  

Rule 3: Regulations for the Vermont Certi�ed Local Government Program

(/sites/accdnew/�les/documents/HP/Rule%203.%20Regulations%20for%20the%20VT%20CLG%20Program.pdf)
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Contact Us

Devin Colman, State Architectural Historian 

802-828-3043

One National Life Drive 

Deane C. Davis Building, 6th Floor 

Montpelier, VT 05620-0501

Select Language  ▼

Online Resource Center

Underwater Preserves
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Visit ThinkVermont.com for more inspiration and information on living, working and doing business in Vermont.

https://thinkvermont.com/
https://thinkvermont.com/



