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Bristol Town Administrator

From: Nancy Cornell <ncornell7@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 5:09 PM
To: Bristol Town Administrator
Cc: Bill Brown; Adam ACRPC
Subject: Fwd: Broadband and ACCUD
Attachments: Addison County CUD_Selectboard Resolution final.doc

Dear Valerie, 
Bill Brown asked me to email documents to you concerning the formation of the Addison County Communications Union 
District (ACCUD); and concerning the question of whether the Bristol Select Board will vote to enable Bristol to join this 
newly forming district. With this email I am forwarding you information that I received from Adam Lougee, Director of 
the Addison County Regional Planning Commission, about this matter. The info includes a link to an FAQ about CUD's 
(Communications Union Districts) and also an attached sample resolution that the Select Board should warn, complete 
and vote at its meeting.   
 
I would urge the Board to adopt this resolution since there is no financial risk to Bristol (see info on this in the FAQ 
document).  The ACCUD will be focused on expanding reliable, high speed internet access across all the towns of the 
county.  A number of towns in our school district and elsewhere in the county have already joined, or are in the process 
of joining.  Through Adam's leadership, the ACCUD has already secured grants of approximately $110,000 and hired 
some terrific consultants to move forward with a feasibility study and a business plan.   
 
I believe that, in expanding high speed internet access across our county, we will provide huge benefits to K‐12 students 
(whether or not they are doing school remotely); but also to our communities ‐ bringing expanded economic 
opportunity, attracting new families to our area, and increasing enrollment in our schools so that none of them have to 
closed or be re‐purposed. 
 
Adam is planning to convene the ACCUD at the end of August ‐ so if it IS possible to address this issue at your August 24 
meeting, that would be great.  Also, Adam will be happy to answer any questions the Select Board may have about this, 
at or before the August 24 meeting. 
I am also happy to help in any way. 
Sincerely, 
Nancy Cornell, Member of the 5‐Town Broadband Task Force 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Adam ACRPC <alougee@acrpc.org> 
Date: Thu, Aug 6, 2020 at 1:37 PM 
Subject: Broadband and ACCUD 
To: <ncornell7@gmail.com> 
Cc: John McNerney <jmcnerney@monktonvt.com>, Kevin Behm <kbehm@acrpc.org> 
 
Hi Nancy and John: 
  
Thank you both for reaching out.   
  
Nancy, attached is the “Frequently asked questions” list about CUDs from the Department of Public Service we 
discussed.  
Please review these resources 
https://publicservice.vermont.gov/content/communications‐union‐districts‐faq 
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There appears to be little risk to the town in forming a CUD. You will want to educate your Selectboard concerning these 
answers.  This document addresses most questions a public official would have about any risk they might be 
undertaking.  Once you have convinced the Selectboard that there is no risk to the town or taxpayers by joining a 
CUD.  Ask them to adopt a resolution to join the Addison County CUD.  
  
Attached please find a sample resolution to join the Addison County CUD.  Since the CUD has been formed, the 
Selectboard need only adopt this resolution and appoint a representative. 
  
I am also happy to speak to your selectboards.  
  
Nancy, we also spoke about reaching out to the Supervisory Union and making sure they provide data on their student 
locations to the department of Public Service.  Kevin Behm, copied above is also doing that from ACRPC and can serve as 
a resource.  
  
Lastly, perhaps the 5 town business council could solicit addresses and stories from its members, especially those that 
work from home about their need for fiber.  That would also help us in our future grant rounds.  
  
Please let me know if you need anything else. 
  
Best, 
  
Adam 
  
‐‐  
Nancy Cornell 
 



 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FORMATION OF THE ADDISON COUNTY 

COMMUNICATIONS UNION DISTRICT AND APPOINTING A REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 

GOVERNING BOARD THEREOF 

 

WHEREAS, the Selectboard of the Town of _____________, acting pursuant to authority granted by 

Section 1 of No. 119 of the Acts of 2020, hereby approves the formation of the Addison County 

Communications Union District (“District”, “AC CUD”) under the provisions of 30 V.S.A. chapter 82 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of _____________ Selectboard has good reason to believe that one or more other 

towns intend to form the Addison County Communications Union District (“District”, “AC CUD”)  and 

 

WHEREAS, as provided in Section 3059 of said chapter, initial appointments to the Governing Board of 

the District shall be made within 60 days of the vote to form a district under subsection 3051(b) and, 

 

WHEREAS, as provided in Section 3060 of said chapter, the Governing Board’s initial organizational 

meeting shall be held within 90 days of the vote following the appointments contemplated in section 

3059 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

 

(1) The Selectboard of the Town of _____________  hereby approves the creation of the Addison 

County Communications Union District, and its qualification as a communications union district under 

the provisions of 30 V.S.A. chapter 82. 

 

(2) The Selectboard of the Town of _____________    hereby appoints the following representative and 

one or more alternates to the Governing Board of the Addison County Communications Union District 

for the initial term ending on or before the last Monday in April 2021: 

 

Representative: ___________________________________ 

 

Alternate: _______________________________________ 

 

Alternate: _______________________________________ 

 

Adopted at a regular meeting of the Selectboard of the Town of ______________   duly held on the ___ 

day of ____________ 2020. 

 

 

ATTEST: ____________________________ ____________________________   __________ 

Selectboard Chair    Town Clerk         Date 
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