
 

 
 

RCAP Solu tions 
 

Wa st e w a t e r  101 
A Com m u n it y Gu id e  t o  Br is t o l’s  Se w e r  Syst e m  

 
Da t e : We d  Oct ob e r  21, 2026 

Tim e : 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
Loca t ion : Holle y Hall 

1 Sou th  Stree t, Bristol, VT 05443 
 

 
 

Tr a in in g De scr ip t ion  
 
Bristo l’s wastewater system  curren tly has enough  physica l (hydrau lic) capacity to  se rve  the  com m unity.  
However, the  system  is lim ited  by the  am ount of organ ic m ate ria l m easured  as Bio logica l Oxygen  
Dem and (BOD) en tering the  system .  Eleva ted  BOD leve ls reduce  how m uch  wastewate r the  system  can  
e ffective ly treat. 
 
The  Bristo l Sewer system  was designed  to  handle  20,000 ga l per day bu t is  m axed out a t about 8,000 ga l 
pe r day, wh ich  is on ly 40% of its  capacity.  If Bristo l can  decrease  its BOD 50% (as a  potentia l goa l), it will 
re su lt in  a  dram atic increase  in  ava ilab le  wastewate r capacity to  be  u tilized  for growth  of the  downtown  
business com m unity and  susta inability of the  sewer system .  If BOD cannot be  reduced , costly trea tm ent 
options will be  needed, and  the  expense  wou ld  be  sp lit by a ll the  wastewate r system  custom ers.  
Addressing BOD at its  source  is wide ly recogn ized  as the  m ost e ffective  and  cost-e fficien t so lu tion . 
 
Additiona lly, VTM Engineering will p resen t on  the  Main  Stree t wa te r line  design  for Bristol East. 
 
Wh a t  t op ics  w ill b e  cove re d  a t  t h e  t r a in in g? 
• Why Wastewater Matte rs • How Treatm ent Works 
• Wastewate r Basics • Inside  Bristo l’s Sewer System  
• Collection  System  101 • Keeping the  System  Healthy 

 
 

Qu e s t ion s? Con t a ct  Josh u a  Loch h e a d  
Phone: (802) 461-6308, Em ail:   
 
 

 
 

          This workshop is m a de  possible  t hrough funding provided by t he  Environm ent a l Prot ect ion Agency. 

jlochhead@rcapsolutions.org

mailto:jlochhead@rcapsolutions.org

